
OBITUARY.” 

SEVEN Fellows have died during the past year, viz. :-&Ti*. R. J. 
Bagshaw (London), elected 1846, died 14th August, 1878 ; Mr. R. 
Branwell, M.R.C.S. (Brighton), elected 1873, died 23rd September, 
1878; Dr. H. Owens, M.D., M.R.C.S. (London), elected 1867, died 
9th September, 1878 ; Captain E. W. Roberts, F.R.G.S. (Boxmoor), 
elected 1866, died 12th June, 1878 (of whom we have not received 
any Obituary Notices) ; and the following :- 

Mr. JOHN ROBERT BURTON (a successful merchant, and one of the 
founders of the “ British Empire Life ” and “ Perpetual Building 
Society,” on the management of which he continued to the last)-died 
at his residence, Huskards, Ingatestone, on the 20th November, 1878. 
He was elected a Fellow of the Society in 1861,’ and though rarely 
seen at the meetings, was much attached to the use of the Micro- 
scope, and occupied himself in his leisure hours with mounting objects. 

Mr. GEORGE GUYON was a descendant (the great-grandson) of the 
famous French Huguenot family of Guyon ; the head of which, Guyon 
de Geis, Sieur de Pampelona, came over to England at the Revoca- 
tion of the Edict of Nantes, and took service under William 111. 
He was born at Richmond, in Surrey, on March loth, 1824, after 
the younger of the senior members of his family had grown up. One 
of these, General Guyon, became famous subsequently for his defence 
of Ears (in conjunction with Sir Fenwick Williams) against the 
Russians. 

From his birth Mr. Guyon was so delicate as to preclude the pos- 
sibility of his being educated for any profession. He very early 
exhibited the strongest predilection for science, and especially for 
natural science, devoting himself at one period of his life largely 
to Entomology. He leaves an extensive and valuable collection of 
Coleoptera. He later took up the Microscope enthusiastically, and 
became an expert and dexterous manipulator. His neatness in 
mounting objects was remarkable, and he had accumulated a large 
number of specimens illustrative of various branches of natural his- 
tory. By his plysician’s order, he was for some years compelled to 
pass the winter at Ventnor, which he ultimately made his permanent 
residence, and where he erected an astronomical observatory, furnished 
with a fine equatorial, &c. 

There were few more delightful men in society than Mr. Guyon. 
His varied and extensive reading supplied an inexhaustible fund of 
conversation ; while his numerous accomplishments, and unflagging 
rcadiness to enter into any scheme of amusement or instruction, ren- 
dered him a favourite both with old and young. Nor was his pen idle. 
He contributed, proprio nomine, and under his initials “ G. G.,” pretty 
frequently to ‘ Science-Gossip’ ; appearing at other times as “Vet- 
tensis” in the ‘ English Mechanic.’ Lastly, he was a munificent 
anonymous donor to nearly all the leading charities in England. 

It 
sllould have accompanied the Report of the Council. 

* Pressure on our space made it necessary to omit this i n  the last number. 
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Hc was elcctcd a Fellow of this Socicty in 1858, and died 25th 
Feh ia ry ,  1878, in his fifty-fourth year. 

Dr. EDWARD JAMES SUEARMAN, M.D., F.R.S.E., F.L.S., &c., who 
died at Rotherham on the 2nd October, 1878, in his eighty-first year, 
was born a t  Wrington, in Somersetshire, next door to the celebrated 
Hannah Moore, and received his early education at Mr. Catlow’s 
School, at Mansfield, where he was articled to a surgeon. He  passed 
the Apothecaries’ Company in 1820, having had the opportunity of 
studying under Brodie (afterwards Sir B. C. Brodie), at St. George’s 
Hospital, and settled at Rotherham about 1823, where he very soon 
took a leading position as a general practitioner in the town and 
neighbonrhood. He afterwards passed the College of Surgeons, and 
some ten ycars ago was made a Fellow. He took the degree of M.D. 
of Jena in 1841, and became a Member of the Royal College of Phy- 
sicians, London, in 1869, having obtained the extra Licentiate in 1843. 

His contributions to medical literature have been numerous and 
varied in almost all the journals of his time. I n  1845 he published an 
“Essay on Properties of Animal and Vegetable Life.” In 1846 he was 
elected one of the Council of the Provincial Medical Association, and 
in 1847 was appointed to write the “ Retrospective Address on Diseases 
of the Chest,” which was read by his son in 1848 at the annual meet- 
ing, and was afterwards published by the Council. He  was elected (L 

Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, of the Medico-Chirurgical 
Society, and of several other learned bodies. In 1856 he was elected 
a Fellow of this Society, having been early associated with the pio- 
neers of the Microscope in medicine, and he continued to the last 
to manifest a most striking love for microscopical science, in diag- 
nosis of disease, of which he had early become an adept. More than 
twelve months before Dr. Golding Bird published his first edition of 
‘ Urinary Deposits,’ he read before the Sheffield Medico-Chirnrgical 
Society an ‘‘ Essay on the Changes in the Urine affected by Disease,” 
and the tests to distinguish them, which was published in the ‘ Lancet ’ ; 
and the information which he gave to the town on sanitary matters 
was very interesting, exposing the evils which existed at the time, 
which attached more particularly to bad water and faulty drainage. 
His microscopical examinations of the water caused great alarm, and 
thoroughly opened the eyes of the people to the unsanitary condition 
of thc town as regarded sewage and water, and paved the way for a 
ncw and better era. 

H e  was married twice, first to the daughter of Mr. Brooks, of Old 
Moor, Wath, by whom he had three children; the death of his 
surviving son, Dr. Charles, who died about fourteen years ago, aged 
fifty, was a great blow to him, as he was a man of acumen and great 
promise in his profession. In  1872 he was married to Miss Turner, 
of South Grove, who survives him. Dr. Shearman was held in the 
highest esteem by large numbers, not only of friends, but of patients 
in various parts of the country, who had been in the habit of con- 
stantly consulting him. 


